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We have worked diligently through the summer to ensure that
our return to school this September complies with the most effective
health and safety measures. Our goal is to not only reopen our campus, but
to stay open throughout the pandemic.
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At TWS we are considering the start to the school year as “Phase 1 of
Reopening Our School”. In Phase 1, the utmost precautions are taken
and therefore the most parameters/restrictions are in place. As we
progress through the year, in consultation with our liaison officers at York
Region Public Health, we will move into subsequent phases, as directed,
that allow for more interaction.
Our staff is looking critically at every aspect of the reopening
that impacts the health and safety of TWS students and staff. Given the
evolving nature of this public health crisis, our plans must be flexible and
will be adjusted as new or updated information and guidelines are issued
by public health authorities.
Parents are required sign off on the agreement to conduct daily COVID-19
screening for their children. An updated link to the Ontario Ministry of
Health daily screening tool is here
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Guiding Principles
Our reopening plans will be guided by the following principles:
We will place the health, safety, and wellbeing of students, staff, and families at the centre of how and where we
learn and operate;
We will provide the best possible Waldorf Educational program for our students;
We will make decisions that consider TWS’s immediate needs and long-term sustainability.

Working Assumptions
Additional waves of infection will continue to affect the Province of Ontario until a vaccine is available;
Ministry of Education and Public Health guidelines are applicable to independent schools;
As the school reopens, physical-distancing, students grouped in cohorts, and the wearing of PPE is required;
The campus facility will be modified to accommodate teaching and learning in response to the Ministry of Education’s
Safe School Reopening Guidelines and in conjunction with York Region Public Health guidelines.

TWS Safe Reopening Plan Highlights
All TWS students will return to campus in September, should they choose to do so
Students will be in class for full days, five days/week
All students/staff are required to wear masks while inside the school for Grades 4-12 and outside if unable to
maintain 2 metres of distance
Students in Grades 3 and under are encouraged to, but not required to, wear a mask in the classroom but they are
required to wear a mask when in common areas of the school such as hallways and washrooms
Students will have an average class cohort size of 15
For a full list of Health and Safety measures, please read below

The content of this document will be updated regularly as decisions are
made and protocols are finalized. We encourage you to visit this document often.
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Building Modifications
Room modifications and allocations were carried out in the summer of 2020 in response to the Ministry of
Education’s Safe School Reopening Guidelines
Additional classrooms have been created, using existing spaces such as gyms, the community room, music room,
parent and tot room, etc. to accommodate an average cohort size of 15 students while maintaining physical
distancing
Outdoor structures were modified to be available as outdoor classrooms
Students enter classrooms directly via exterior doors wherever possible to minimize hallway traffic
Classrooms have been decluttered and “soft” furniture placed temporarily in storage to minimize surface
contamination. Hot water and sinks for hand washing are available in all forum level classrooms and sanitizer is
available in classrooms without sinks
Extensive way finding signage was installed to direct student traffic and minimize congestion in hallways and
stairwells

Facilities Cleaning and Sanitising
We have instructed our cleaning company to carry out additional cleaning and sanitizing throughout the building daily.
High touch surfaces will be cleaned at minimum twice daily. We will undertake monitoring of external guidelines to
ensure we are current with best practices.

HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES

The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed. This is facilitated through physical distancing, wearing a
mask when physical distance is difficult to maintain, washing hands often and staying home when ill.
In accordance with Public Health guidance and expectations for re-opening Ontario Schools, all TWS students must:
Practice good hand hygiene throughout the day
Hand washing/sanitizing will occur upon entry/exit of each classroom as well as before/after eating
All classrooms have hand sanitizer available (*students are welcome to have their own hand sanitizer in
their bags for personal use, but it must be alcohol-based and unscented for use at school)
Please refer to the staying safe at school page of York Region Public Health for handwashing instructions
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Come to school every day prepared to spend lots of time outside
Every student will be spending more time outdoors! This will provide opportunities throughout the day
for mask free time.Appropriate outer wear for the weather is a must for all students. Bring a hat on
sunny days, rain gear when needed, warm layers as it gets colder, etc.
we are lucky that our school grounds are large enough to enable every grade to spend ample time
outdoors each day.

The following guidelines and protocols may change as directed by health
and governing authorities. Please ensure that you and your child/children are
aware of the protocols outlined below.
Pre-screening and Illness
All students must be pre-screened at home every morning according to the checklist provided prior to being sent to
school. Please refer to the staying safe at school page of York Region Public Health for the screening tool
Students with new, worsening or unexplained symptoms according to the checklist must stay home, isolate and seek
professional medical advice for next steps
·Students who display new, worsening or unexplained symptoms at school will be isolated immediately in the Health
Room and parents will be notified for immediate pick up
Students displaying symptoms will not be permitted to take public transit or other car services
Current Public Health guidance requires professional medical assessment before returning to school after new,
worsening or unexplained symptoms. Please refer to the staying safe at school page of York Region Public Health for
more information.

Face Masks
In accordance with Public Health guidance and expectations for re-opening Ontario schools:
All TWS Grade 4-12 students must be masked at all times when indoors, except while eating
KG to Grade 3 must be masked when walking in hallways and it is strongly recommended they are also masked while
in the classroom areas
Masks must be worn outdoors or indoors when students are not able to maintain 2m of distance
Masks must be at least 2-layers and must cover the nose, mouth and chin at all times
Masks should be washed in hot water each day. Students should bring two Tupperware-like containers or Ziplock
type bags: one to store clean masks and a second to separately store soiled masks
Medical exemptions permitted with documentation from a licensed and practicing physician (M.D.) that
meet the current Ontario College of Family Physicians guidelines for mask exemptions
Please refer to the staying safe at school page of York Region Public Health for information on
appropriate face masks
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Physical Distancing
Students will be encouraged to maintain physical distancing at all times. Students will enter the school through their
designated entranceway
When possible, students should arrive at school close to the start of the school day to avoid congregating in common
spaces. Student arrival and departure flow details are explained more fully later in this document
Directional signage will be used in hallways and stairwells to maintain a steady flow of traffic and minimize
congestion. Signs enforcing physical distancing will be posted throughout the school. Bathrooms will be limited to
two students at a time
Classrooms have been reconfigured to support the physical distancing of students and teachers

Scheduling Priorities
TWS will maintain an average cohort of 15 students in a classroom and adopt timetabling that, to the greatest extent
possible, limits the number of individuals that a student or teacher engages with during their time at school.
Balance in the student's day/week
2 to 4 week intensive blocks that include Main Lesson with the class teacher or high school specialist
teachers as well as Skills lessons intensives with a specialist teacher
Minimized hallway traffic and room use for each class
Exterior doors to classrooms are used whenever possible
Designated desks and appropriately distanced seating plan in each room for each student to reduce the
possibility of cross-contamination

Cohorting
“Cohorting” refers to minimizing the number of students and teachers any individual comes in contact with, and to
maintaining consistency within those contacts as much as possible. This is done to limit the potential spread of infection
should an individual contract the virus that causes COVID-19.
Grades 1-4 and 7 & 8 will each have 2 cohorts (9-12 students each)
All cohorts will be at school every day and interactions between cohorts are minimal
Focus is on minimizing contact indoors
Children will have 3 teacher contacts each 2-week cycle: the Class Teacher, the assigned Specialist
Teacher, and an additional afternoon teacher. Once a week Cohorts switch room assignments between
their regular classroom and the specialist classroom following a deep cleaning every 2 weeks
Grades 5 & 6 will each be a single cohort initially
Grades 9 &1 0 will each have 2 cohorts (10-12 students each)
Grades 11 & 12 class splits are based on thier course selection
Different courses may have different groups of students in them
Each class has fewer than 15 students
Each student will have a maximum of 20 contact points in their day/week
Temporary suspension of the High school performance Arts and after-school Athletics programs ensures no crossgrade mixing in the Phase 1 schedule
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Visitors in the School
To reduce the potential of virus spread in the school, there will be no visitors allowed in the school. This includes
parents, alumni, new family prospects, etc.

Supporting Student Welbeing
TWS has a long-standing commitment to health and wellbeing. Further, we recognize the importance that positive
relationships and positive mental health have on our students’ learning. With Covid-19 and the return to school, we are
acutely aware that some students may require additional social-emotional support.
Support for our students will continue to be guided by our school counsellor and supported by our class teachers and
class advisors, other faculty members, and school nurse. The focus of the work of our school counsellor is on selfreflection and the development of emotional intelligence to build healthy relationships and to build resilience.
Emotional wellbeing is on a continuum and when children find it difficult to cope with the stressors of daily life, our
school counsellor is available to provide counselling, coaching, and advice. She will also work closely with teachers to
ensure that children who are coping with excessive stress, anxiety, depression, or any other conditions are
appropriately accommodated in their learning environment.

PROTOCOLS FOR COVID-19 IN THE SCHOOL
When a positive test result has been received or the student/staff member is undergoing COVID-19 testing, the School
Nurse and Pedagogical Administrator should be immediately informed. In the case of a positive test result, the
Pedagogical Administrator and School Nurse will notify York Region Public Health and TWS will follow direction and
guidance from York Region Public Health.

In the event that a student/staff begins to exhibit symptoms related to possible COVID-19 illness while on
campus:
The student or staff member will be sent to the nurse's office
Upon arrival at the nurse’s office, the nurse will complete a COVID-19 Health Screening of the student or staff
member. If Ontario Ministry of Health suspected COVID-19 are found, the nurse will isolate the student or staff
member
Any student who has suspected symptoms of COVID-19 will be cared for by our School Nurse in the isolation
room. The nurse will contact the student’s parent, guardian or emergency contact to pick up the student
within an hour from the school. The nurse will remain with the student until the student is picked up from the
front door
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A student who tests positive for COVID-19 must self-isolate for 14 days and follow protocols from York
Region Public Health
Any staff member who has suspected symptoms of COVID-19 will be directed to go home or wait in the
isolation room for a family member to pick them up
It is recommended that school staff and students with symptoms of COVID-19 go to an assessment centre for testing
as soon as possible, and to self-isolate at home until their result is available. Upon leaving school, the nurse will
provide instruction to the family to contact their physician
The isolation room will be cleaned an disinfected immediately after the student with symptoms has been sent home
If a confirmed case of COVID-19 is identified, TWS will follow the direction given by York Region Public Health
York Region Public Health will contact positive cases and provide a letter directly to staff and students who have a
high risk of exposure. The school will cooperate with York Region Public Health to provide information of those
individuals with a high risk of exposure

In the event a student/staff member tests positive for COVID-19 off campus:
The student/staff should inform the Pedagogical Administrator and the School Nurse and self-isolate immediately
The student/staff will cooperate with TWS and York Region Public Health to identify close contacts and follow the
direction from York Region Public Health and the Pedagogical Administrator
All other employees, students and families affected shall receive communication from the Pedagogical Administrator,
as directed by York Region Public Health
The names of all employees and students who are in the same cohort as the student/staff who has tested positive
will be provided to York Region Public Health for further guidance, as requested by York Region Public Health case
and contact team
There are no tests for staff to do to be cleared to return to work.

In the event a staff/student is notified that they are a close contact for COVID-19:
York Region Public Health Case and Contact team will be contacting the individual to assist with the isolation period
for the family
The staff or student who is a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case attending TWS should inform the Pedagogical
Administrator or School Nurse immediately and stay home. They will be excluded from the school setting for 14 days
from the day of last exposure to the person who had COVID-19
There are no tests for staff to do to be cleared to return to work.
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STUDENT EXPERIENCE
Arrival and Dismissal Processes
Access to the school building and outdoor teaching spaces is restricted to students, faculty and staff only.

Lower School
Students should arrive at school prior to 8:20am in order to have time to get to the exterior door of their class,
hand wash and be ready to start class promptly at 8:30am
All students close enough to walk or bike to school are strongly encouraged to do so. As usual the back entrance
will be open to pedestrian and bicycle entry before and after school
All parents are encouraged to drop students at the Bathurst Street lot and have the students walk down the hill
If this is not possible, parents may drop off students at the front door quickly and efficiently
Parents who walk students down the hill are asked not to gather on the school grounds but to drop off
their child and leave
Students arriving late should ring the buzzer and an administrator will come to the front door and escort them to
their class
Pick up of LS students will take place between 3:15pm and 4pm each day
Students in Grades 1-6 must walk up the hill to be picked up
Other students may be picked up at the front door quickly and efficiently – parents must remain in
their vehicles
Students not picked up at the end of the day will be brought to the front door of the building where they will
wait to be picked up

High School
HS Students should arrive at school prior to 8:20am in order to have time to make it to the exterior door of their
class, hand wash, lock their phone in their Yondr Pouch and be ready to start class promptly at 8:30am
All students close enough to walk or bike to school are strongly encouraged to do so.
All parents are encouraged to drop students at the Bathurst Street lot and have the students walk down the hill
If this is not possible, parents may drop off students at the front door quickly and efficiently
Pick up of HS students will take place between 3:35pm and 4pm each day
Students with siblings in Grades 1 -6 must walk up the hill to be picked up
Other HS students may be picked up at the front door quickly and efficiently
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Access to the school building and outdoor teaching spaces is restricted to students, faculty and staff only
Parents must stay in their vehicles when dropping/picking up students

Students driving themselves to school must have completed and submitted their driving form and must park past
the Woodwork Shed as per usual

Personal Belongings
Students must limit their personal belongings at school in Phase 1
Sharing of personal belongings is not permitted. Therefore, it is imperative that each student is prepared daily with
what they need for each of their classes – see recommended school supplies list sent out in the Summer Package

JK - Grade 8
Storage of personal belongings at school from day to day will not be permitted except for labelled spare clothes bags
and early grades picnic blankets

Grades 9 - 12
They will need to carry all of their belongings with them from class to class
Storage of personal belongings at school from day to day will not be permitted
Use of lockers will not be permitted in the fall to minimize hallway traffic, congestion and contact with other
students

Washrooms
In order to maintain physical distancing measures, the maximum number of people permitted in the washroom at
one time has been limited
Red distancing markers on the washroom floor and outside each washroom indicate where students should stand
until the next spot becomes available
All senior washroom doors will be propped open to remove a high touch surface handle
The Junior Girls and Senior Boys Washrooms have a one way entrance/exit to minimize congestion
Increased cleaning of the washrooms is in place
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Lunch
Lunch time will be outdoors everyday unless inclement weather necessitates otherwise
This will be a time when students can connect with students in other grades/cohorts with distancing measures
maintained
Every student must bring a waste-free packed lunch to school with them each day
Lunches cannot be dropped off at school during the school day
All food waste/wrapping must go home with the student, recycling and compost pickup in the classrooms is limited
at this time
Bringing a personal picnic blanket is recommended
Use of the microwave is NOT permitted according to Public Health guidelines
The café will not be open, Uber eats and other delivery services will not be permitted
Sign out privileges will not be granted in the Fall – to be re-evaluated after the first quarter
Sharing of food is prohibited in Phase 1

Gym
All gym/games classes will be outdoors – rain or shine, exceptions made for thunderstormsT

Athletics
Temporary suspension of the after-school cross-grade Athletics programs

Aftercare
Aftercare will be provided from the end of the school day until 5:30pm if arranged ahead of time month by month
At this time the drop-in option has been suspended
All students in aftercare will be mixing with students from other cohorts so they will need to be masked and
distanced at all times
Aftercare will take place outdoors unless restricted by weather
Every child staying for aftercare should bring a snack – no snack can be provided at this time

Field Trips, Live Performances and In-person Events
All suspended until further notice

